
AGENDA 

HARMONY CITY COUNCIL 

HARMONY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

Some members may participate by telephone or other electronic means 

Regular Meeting 

March 8th, 2022 
7:00 P.M. 

1. Call to Order
2. Public Hearing- Industrial Park Plat
3. Roll Call
4. Public Forum
5. Consent Agenda

a. Minutes Regular and Special March Meeting
b. Claims and February Checks
C. CD
d. Cash Balances
e. Kwik Trip Liquor License

6. New Business

Council Room 
Community Center 

a. Discussion and Vote on Retail Variety Store Ordinance
b. Discussion on creating an RFP for New Comprehensive Plan
c. Resolution Establishing Precincts and Polling Place

7. Reports
a. Building & Maintenance Report

A. WWTP Report
B. Internet Grant Update
C. New Drag behind Mower
D. Light Poles

b. EDA Board
A. KTNS Trucking Loan
B. KTNS Development Agreement
C. Budget Modification to TIF 1-8

c. Park Board
A. Splash Pad Shelter -Approval of Weiser Brothers
B. Splash pad update

d. Library Board
e. Arts Board
f. Fire Department
g. Sheriff Report

8. Adjourn

3/8/2022 



AGENDA 

HARMONY CITY COUNCIL 

HARMONY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

Some members may participate by telephone or other electronic means 

Regular Meeting 

March 8th, 2022 

7:00 P.M. 

1. Call to Order

2. Public Hearing- Industrial Park Plat

3. Roll Call

4. Public Forum

5. Consent Agenda

a. Minutes Regular and Special March Meeting

b. Claims and February Checks

C. CD

d. Cash Balances

e. K wik Trip Liquor License

6. New Business

Council Room 

Community Center 

a. Discussion and Vote on Retail Variety Store Ordinance

b. Discussion on creating an RFP for New Comprehensive Plan

c. Resolution Establishing Precincts and Polling Place

7. Reports
a. Building & Maintenance Report

A. WWTP Report - See Attachment

B. Internet Grant Update

C. New Drag behind Mower

D. Light Poles - Continue to replace the old poles along Main

b. EDA Board
A. KTNS Trucking Loan

B. KTNS Development Agreement

C. Budget Modification to TIF 1-8

c. Park Board

A. Splash Pad Shelter - Approval of Weiser Brothers- To build

Shelter

B. Splash pad update - Pay Remainder of Equipment

d. Library Board

e. Arts Board
f. Fire Department

g. Sheriff Report

8. Adjourn

3/8/2022 











January 27, 2022  SPECIAL MEETING & PUBLIC HEARING     HARMONY CITY COUNCIL 

      HARMONY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

 

A Special Meeting of the Harmony City Council was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Steve Donney. 

Present were Mayor Donney, Councilmembers Steve Sagen, Domingo Kingsley, and Jesse Grabau; 

Administrator Devin Swanberg, Attorney Greg Schieber, Deputy Clerk Lisa Morken, Chris Giesen  

Carson, Rita Selden, Janet Johnson, Teresa A. Smith, Carol Lange, Janet Johnson, Joanne Burmeister, 

Amy Bishop, Janice Huff, Larry Peterson, Becky Jones, Justin Jones, Melissa Vander Plas, Dan Busse, 

Becky Hoff, Ralph Beastrom, Jerry Grehl, Corinne Haugen, Ron Gregg, Dennis Dekeyrel, Jerome Illg, 

Aubrey Johnson, Rod Johnson, Pam Hoppe, Dave Hoppe, Rose Love, Janell Randa, Linda Polesky, Julie 

Little, Tim Little, Samantha Grabau, Mariah Stensgard, Anita Schissel, Jacob Stauffer, Rose Berge, Emily 

Morgan, Connie Miller, Bonita Underbakke, Harvey Benson, Aaron Bishop, Nathan Osmanson, Carol 

Beastrom, Claudia Grehl, R. Dan Tieffonbachen, LeAnne Gregg, Annette Evenson, Allen Dahl, Kyle 

Scheevel, Rich Bishop, Shov Bishop, Charlie Warner, Kay Himlie, Michael Himlie, Sue Sikkink, Wanda 

Hanson, Mindy Kingsley, Shari Osmanson, Sue Drinkwine, Terry Bigalk, Andrew Kingsley, Sandy Itrozyh, 

Jenny Itrozyh, Bonnie Haugen, Vnce Haugen, Amber Cody, Lou Slindee, Dick Nethercut, Eric Schladweiler 

 

Councilmember Sagen motioned to approve charitable gambling at The Bite.  Kingsley seconded the 

motion.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

Chris Giesen and Attorney Greg Schieber recapped proposed changes to the city ordinance regarding 

discount retail stores.  Discussions started late last fall about what might happen to current essential 

offerings (grocery store, pharmacy, etc.).  Competition is good, but how would it impact our town?  How 

do we invest in/preserve downtown?  The EDA decided this topic should be considered further.  

Communities have the power to address these issues.  An updated planning and zoning ordinance would 

be conditional use.  The current ordinance hasn’t changed much since the 1970s.  A first draft has been 

completed to get a review started. 

PUBLIC FORUM:  Mayor Donney stated that anyone who would like to speak regarding the discount 

store ordinance could do so.  Each speaker has 1.5 minutes and will be stopped at 2 minutes.  Each 

speaker should begin with their name and state if they’re a resident of Harmony or not.   

Speakers:  Becky Hoff, Erica Thilges, Amy Bishop, Bonita Underbakke, Harvey Benson, Aaron Bishop, 

Annette Evenson, Ann Lyons, Andy Batstore, Nate Osmonson, Julie Little, Dennis DeKeyrel, Michael 

Himlie, Jerry Grehl. Dick Nethercut, Jacob Staufer, Ralph Beeastrom, Rich Bishop and Andrew Kingsley 

Becky Hoff – Harmony resident.  Supports an ordinance change to restrict big box stores. 

Erica Thilges – Harmony resident.  The ordinance needs to be changed to protect small businesses. 

Amy Bishop – Harmony resident.  The ordinance should be changed (or the moratorium should be 

extended) to shape our vision of the future.  Big decisions take time.   

Bonita Underbakke – Hope Township resident.  Would like to see an ordinance that would protect small 

businesses from growing national chain stores.   



Harvey Benson – 91 year Harmony resident.  Times change and ordinance should be updated as needed.  

Change is the only constant. 

Aaron Bishop – Harmony resident.  Conditional use permit process should be created to protect the 

current business. 

Annette Evenson – Harmony resident.  Dollars spent in our community only stay in our community if 

businesses are local.  An ordinance change is needed to protect local businesses from national chain 

stores. 

Ann Lyons – Harmony resident.  The ordinance should change.  Times have changed.  Not all businesses 

are good to bring into town.  Tax revenue is not the most important thing.   

Andy Batstore – Not a Harmony resident.  Ordinance and zoning power give us the power to decide 

what our community will look like.  Harmony is a vibrant community.  Goods are available here.  

Downtown has been revitalized.  National discount stores are not community‐focused.   

Nate Osmonson – Not a city resident.  Online shopping hurts local businesses more than a discount 

retail store would.  We should not detour any business from coming to town.  Several buildings in town 

are deteriorating and need to be filled.  The competition is good.  Wheeler’s building has many 

memories but is past repair.   

Julie Little ‐ Not a city resident.  Nice to hear from neighbors.  Many good points.  The ordinance needs 

to be updated.  Any new business coming to town will have an impact.  Updating the ordinance won’t 

stop growth or change.  It would give us a chance to think about it. 

Dennis Dekeyrel – Harmony resident.  We all support free enterprise, but it should be fair.  I would not 

like to have any local businesses affected by a discount retail store.  Harmony is a senior‐friendly 

community.  It I not discriminating to update the ordinance.   

Michael Himlie – Harmony resident.  Concerned about the local grocery store.  Harmony should adopt a 

new ordinance that shows we care about local businesses. 

Jerry Grehl – Harmony resident.  A discount retail store will not hurt our local grocery store.  It hasn’t in 

other towns.  Dollar General architecture is utilitarian, but Harmony looks like a ghost town now.  Dollar 

General would be a plus. 

Dick Nethercut – Not a current Harmony resident.  Harmony has been a business town for 142 years.  

The level playing field is being challenged for the first time.  Dollar General’s business model has no 

involvement with local communities.  We are not obligated to accept a predatory business.  The future 

of Harmony is at stake. We should have more time to consider changes to the ordinance.  

Jacob Stauffer – Not a Harmony resident.  Dollar General Developer.  Substantial funds have been 

invested and current development is underway.  I am easy to work with and willing to negotiate.  It 

seems that Harmony would rather have an empty building than a new business come to town.  Changing 

the rules mid‐game comes with risks.   

 

 

 



Councilmember Kingsley followed up Mr. Stauffer’s statements with two questions  

1. Why is Dollar General interested in Harmony? Stauffer stated that Harmony is a 

community without a significant retail presence.  The price points of products 

sold at Dollar General work in this community.   

2. Have any DG stores closed?  Stauffer has built 1,200 Dollar General stores.  

None have closed to his knowledge. 

Michael Himlie asked if the city of Mabel has contacted Stauffer?  Stauffer said he has 

not been contacted by anyone from Mabel.   

Mayor Donney stated that this is not a debate session and called up the next speaker. 

Ralph Beastrom – Harmony resident.  The character of our town is important.  Public input time has 

been too limited.  Not totally against a discount retail store in town.   

Rich Bishop – Harmony resident.  There should have been an ordinance put in place 8 or 10 years ago 

when a similar situation came up.  We need to make sure this doesn’t happen again in 5 or 10 years. 

Andrew Kingsley – Harmony resident.  The sale of the Wheeler’s building is private and it would be good 

for the bank to have it off of their books.  We have several chain stores in town – Kwik Trip, Gunderson, 

Sterling…  Government creates more problems than it solves.  Harmony has a great local consumer base.  

People, not the government, make this a great community. 

Tim Little – Harmony resident. The local government is the people.  Government should have a say in 

the matter, it represents the people. 

 

Mayor Donney thanked everyone for their feedback.  Harmony will survive.  Business success or failure 

is decided by consumers.   

 
Upon no further business, Mayor Donney adjourned the meeting. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mayor Steve Donney              Lisa Morken, Deputy Clerk 







































Draft 1/18/22 

ORDINANCE NO. 22-07 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 86 ADOPTED ON 11/04/76, AS 

AMENDED, AND TITLED ZONING ORDINANCE 

The City Council of Harmony, Minnesota ordains: TITLE XIII: ZONING, of the City of Harmony municipal 

code, is hereby amended as follows: 

1. The term special exception shall be replaced by the term conditional use as it is used throughout

the zoning code.

2. Section 603.1 shall be amended to include Retail Variety Store as a conditional use in Commercial

Districts.

3. Article XIX, Section 1900 shall be amended to include new Sections

a. 1900.071 Retail Variety Store, which shall be defined as: A retail store between 3,000 and

15,000 square feet that sells at retail an assortment of physical goods, products, or

merchandise directly to the consumer, including but not limited to food or beverages for

off-premises consumption, household products, personal grooming and health products,

and other consumer goods. Retail variety stores do not include stores that (1) contain a

prescription pharmacy; (2) sell gasoline or diesel fuel; (3) Specialty Food Stores; (4)

dedicate at least 75% of shelf space to food or beverage items of any type; (5) dedicate

less than 1% of shelf space to food or beverage items.

b. 1900.072 Specialty Food Stores: Retail food stores that sell primarily a single category of

food item, such as a meat retail store or dairy retail store.

4. Article VII shall be amended to include new Section 701.7: Conditional Use; Use-Specific Standards

for Retail Variety Stores.

a. Findings and Purpose. The City Council of the City of Harmony makes the following

findings:

i. Finding #1-Full-Service Community: Harmony is commonly described as a full­

service community, where residents and visitors alike can meet all of their

essential needs within the City through offerings at the grocery store, pharmacy,

greenhouse, hardware store, veterinary clinic, car dealerships, farm implement,

numerous independent restaurants, various gift shops, and numerous trade and

service businesses. Residents and business owners take pride in the wide

offerings of the community, and that community pride tends to inspire additional

investment in the community by residents, business owners, the Economic

Development Authority, and the City of Harmony. Harmony is not a "bedroom"

community where many people live and travel to distant employment centers for

work, shopping, and recreation. Instead, Harmony is far enough away from most

regional employment and shopping centers that the community has traditionally

relied on the local offerings to meet most basic needs. The City of Harmony finds

that the community of Harmony remains a thriving small town for those who live

here, work here, and visit here, and desires to utilize its zoning power to further

promote the general health, safety, and welfare of those within the community

by promoting positive and sustainable community development and economic

growth.
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