
AGENDA 
HARMONY PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 

Regular Meeting 
 

February 5, 2025 Council Room 
7:00 P.M. Community Center 

 
 

1. Call To Order 
2. Roll Call 
3. Consent agenda: 

a. Minutes 
4. Business 

a. Chicken Ordinance – Fillmore Central High School 
b. GSS Inc. – Telecommunication Tower 

5. Adjourn 
 
 



MINUTES 
HARMONY PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 

Regular Meeting 

October 2, 2024  Council Room 
7:00 P.M.  Community Center 

 
Meeting was called to order by Jesse Grabau at 7:19 p.m. 
 
P & Z Board Members Present: Jim Strozyk, Rod Johnson, Erik Olson, Jesse Grabau 
and Miles Petree. Also present was City Administrator Alissa Stelpflug, & Jay Masters.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA: Board member Petree motioned to approve the consent agenda 
which consisted of minutes from the previous meeting.  Board member Johnson 
seconded the motion. A vote was held.  All in favor. Motion carried. 
 
MONSTERBASH EASEMENT AGREEMENT: Board Member Grabau questioned 
Masters on how far Ryan’s building is from the property line, he stated it was about 10 
feet from the lot line. Grabau asked if the lot pins were still there since Masters had the 
lot surveyed recently. Masters confirmed that the pins are still there. Alissa handed out 
an email prior from Attorney Schieber that included factors the board should think about 
when making the recommendation for the variance.  

• Is the proposed use reasonable?  
• Is there circumstance unique to the property that prevent compliance with 

existing setbacks?  
• Will the proposed addition change the essential character of the locality? 
• Will the proposed addition still be in Harmony with the general purposes and 

intent of the ordinances. 
 Masters reminded the board that he originally brought this up to the Planning and 
Zoning board back in January. At that time the board gave him the P & Z checklist, 
asked for him to have the property staked and then measurements would be done after 
that.  Which has all been done. He was also informed to have the neighboring 
properties notified. Masters expressed at the August meeting he came with a check for 
$150 for the Variance Request Application. Informed the board that the neighbors had 
been talked to and were in favor of him proceeding forward.  He also presented 
drawings for the whole lot.  In September a Public Hearing was held and he brought in 
the permission letters from his neighbors that the board recommended him getting. A 
copy of the easement agreement between John and Jacqui Ryan and Bryan Berg (on 
behalf of Monster bash.   Masters stated, I have done everything that has been 
requested of me. Masters also mentioned that he would work with Greg on redoing the 
easement agreement due to it not having legal descriptions and having a formal notary 
block that a recorder would expect. Masters explained that several businesses and 
residents in the Harmony area are in support of this and have donated funds to assist in 
the addition.  He listed off all the businesses and people whom have donated to this 
project and expressed his concern with the effect it would have if the addition didn’t get 



approved.  Board member Petree expressed his concern regarding the lot lines and the 
how big this event has gotten. Board member Strozyk stated he has been in 
construction his whole life and understands why they want to add on but also need to 
stay with in the guidelines. When he looks at the property there are to many buildings 
located right next to the building. Recommended renting a different place for storage. 
Safety should be the main concern, if there would be a fire in the building it would be 
hard to get everyone out quickly and safely.  Board member Petree stated that they 
could build a storage building on the property next to them since they just purchased it. 
Masters stated they already have a plan in mind for that lot. Board member Johnson 
expressed that if there was a fire the trucks and ambulances wouldn’t need to get that 
close anyways. He also mentioned that the neighbors are fine with it and the alley isn’t 
really accessible anyways. Board member Grabau explained that they need to vote on 
this and look at it as if it were any other business in town. We all support the Monster 
Bash and want to see them succeed however we need to think about how this will effect 
the neighborhood in the future. A motion was made by Board member Petree to leave 
lot at 18 feet and recommend to council for no variance. Board member Olson 2nd the 
motion. A vote was held, Grabau, Strozyk, Petree, and Olson were in favor. Johnson, 
not in favor.  
 
APPOINT MEETING CHAIR: Motion made by Board member Johnson to appoint board 
member Grabau to be chair, board member Strozyk seconded motion. A vote was held.  
All in favor. Motion carried. 
 
WAGE RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL: Motion made by board member Grabau to 
recommend $25 per inspection for each permit, seconded by Board member Petree. A 
vote was held. All in favor. Motion carried 
 
Upon no further business, Board Member Grabau adjourned the meeting at 8:05 pm.  
 
 









City of Harmony 
County of Fillmore 
State of Minnesota 

Ordinance No. ___ 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CITY OF HARMONY CITY CODE CHAPTER 91, SECTION 91.04 RELATING 
TO FARM ANIMALS 

The City Council of the City of Harmony ordains: 

Section 1. The City Council of the City of Harmony hereby replaces Section 91.04 of the City Code in its 
entirety, to read as follows:  

Section 91.04 Farm Animals. 

(A) Farm Animals Generally. Farm animals shall only be kept in an agricultural district of the city, or
on a residential lot of at least ten acres in size, provided that no animal shelter shall be within
300 feet of an adjoining piece of property. An exception shall be made to this section for those
animals brought into the city as part of an operating zoo, veterinary clinic, scientific research
laboratory, or a licensed show or exhibition, or those animals falling under 91.04(B).

(B) Chickens. The keeping of chickens is permitted on industrial properties within any industrial
zoning district subject to the following requirements.

a. Definitions. For purposes of this subdivision, the following terms shall have the
following meanings:

i. Chicken means a farm bird that serves as a source of eggs or meat.
ii. Coop means the structure for keeping or housing of chickens permitted by the

ordinance.
iii. Hen means a female chicken.
iv. Rooster means a male chicken.
v. Run means a fully-enclosed and covered area attached to a coop or standing

alone as an independent structure where chickens can roam unsupervised,
while still being contained.

b. Permit Required. Any person desiring to keep chickens must first obtain a chicken
permit from the City. No permit shall be issued except in compliance with this section.

i. Any person desiring to obtain a chicken permit under this subdivision must
make a written application to the City Clerk on a form provided by the City and
pay an application fee as set in the City fee schedule.

ii. All initial permits will expire on December 31st of the following year after their
issuance unless sooner revoked. Renewal permits shall expire on December 31st

of the second year following their issuance unless sooner revoked.
iii. The City may revoke a permit by written notice to the permit holder for failure

to comply with provisions of this section or any of the permit’s conditions.
c. Inspections. The City may inspect the premises for which a permit has been granted in

order to ensure compliance with this subdivision.
d. Conditions. Any permit will be subject to the following conditions:



i. The keeping of any poultry besides chickens is prohibited.  
ii. Roosters are prohibited.  

iii. No more than one chicken per four hundred square feet shall be housed or kept 
on any one industrial lot.  

iv. Chickens shall only be allowed as permitted under Section 91.04(A) or on an 
industrial zoned lot.  

v. Outdoor slaughtering of chickens in city limits is prohibited.  
vi. Chickens must be confined at all times in a fully enclosed chicken coop or 

chicken run. Chicken coops and runs shall comply with the following 
requirements:  

1. The floor area of any coop shall be a minimum of 2 square feet per 
chicken.  

2. Coops larger than 50 square feet shall meet all accessory structure 
requirements of the City Code, except all coops or runs shall be located 
at least 50 feet from residential structures.  

3. Any coop or run shall be no more than 200 square feet in size.  
vii. All premises on which chickens are kept or maintained shall be kept clean from 

filth, garbage, or excessive, odor causing deposits of manure. Manure shall not 
be allowed to accumulate in a way that causes an unsanitary condition or 
causes odors detectible on another property.  

viii. All food shall be stored in an enclosed, rodent proof building or container.  
ix. Dead chickens shall be disposed of according to the Minnesota Board of Animal 

Health rules, which require chicken carcasses to be disposed of as soon as 
possible after death, usually within 48 to 72 hours. Legal forms of chicken 
carcass disposal include offsite burial, offsite incineration or rendering, or offsite 
composting.  

e. Termination/Expiration of Permit. Persons that intend to no longer keep chickens on 
their premises shall notify the City. Any coop or chicken run must be removed upon 
expiration or termination of the permit.  

(C) Violations and Penalties  
a. Any person violating any sections of this ordinance shall be deemed guilty of a petty 

misdemeanor.  
b. If a person is found guilty by a court for violation of this Ordinance, their permit to own, 

keep, harbor, or have custody of chickens shall be deemed automatically revoked and 
no new permit may be issued for a period of one (1) year.  

c. Any person violating any conditions of this permit shall reimburse the City for all costs 
borne by the City to enforce the conditions of the permit including but not limited to the 
pickup and impounding of chickens.  

 

Section 2:  Effective Date. This ordinance shall take effect upon its summary publication in the City’s 
official newspaper. Said publication shall read as follows:  



Ordinance 91.04 allowing the keeping of chickens in industrial areas, subject to specific 
conditions. A copy of the full ordinance is available for review at City Hall, 225 3rd Ave SW, 
Harmony, MN 55939.  

 

 

Adopted this ___ day of May, 2018, by the Harmony City Council.  

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Steve Donney, Mayor 

 

ATTEST:  

 

______________________________________ 

Jerome Illg, City Administrator  
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